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INTRODUCTION

The California Environmental Protection
Agency, Department of Toxic Substances
Control (DTSC), is announcing a 30-day
public comment period for Resource
Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA)
Corrective Action Proposed Final Remedy
Selection for the Test Track Area (TTA) of
the FMC San Jose Facility (Site).  The Site,
owned by FMC, is located at 1125 Coleman
Avenue in San Jose, California (see Fig.1 ).

Site History

From 1951 to 1996, research, development,
and manufacturing of military tracked
vehicles were conducted at the Site by FMC.
The TTA consists of buildings, concrete and
asphalt pavement, and limited landscaped
areas.  Within the TTA there is a 750-foot
long by 115-foot wide by 20-foot deep
concrete-lined basin which was previously
used for flotation testing of military tracked
vehicles. The basin was drained and taken
out of service in 2000.

The energy challenge facing California is real.  Every Californian needs to take immediate action to reduce energy consumption.
For a list of simple ways you can reduce demands and cut your energy costs, see our website at www.dtsc.ca.gov.

FMC Corporation
RCRA Corrective Action, Proposed Final
Remedy Selection Test Track Area,
1125 Coleman Avenue, San Jose

 

Public Comment
Period

DTSC will hold a 30-day public
comment period on the Proposed
Corrective Action Final Remedy
Selection for the Test Track Area
of the former FMC San Jose
Facility. The comment period is
from November 13, 2001 through
December 12, 2001.

DTSC encourages all interested
parties to provide comments.
DTSC will make the final decision
based in part on public comments.
Mail written comments by
December 12, 2001 to:

Dr. Stanley Sun
Project Officer, DTSC

700 Heinz Avenue, Suite 300
Berkeley, California 94710-2721

ssun@dtsc.ca.gov

The Corrective Measures Study
Report which provides the
technical details on the Proposed
Final Remedy is available for
review at the public repositories
listed on the back page of this fact
sheet.

A copy of the full administrative
record is available at DTSC's office
at 700 Heinz Avenue, Berkeley,
California.
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The TTA occupies approximately 45 acres. It is
bordered on the northeast by Coleman Avenue,
on the southeast by the Union Pacific Railroad
property, on the northwest by the City of San
Jose and City of Santa Clara boundary, and on
the east by FMC’s Central Plant Area.

Land Use/Environmental Setting

Land Use:  According to the Santa Clara
County General Plan, the Site is zoned “heavy
industrial.”  It is within a broad corridor of land
along Coleman Avenue used for industrial,
manufacturing, and retail purposes.

Surface Water: Guadalupe River is located
approximately one mile north of the Site.  This
river drains to San Francisco Bay.

Groundwater:  The Site is located in the Santa
Clara Valley Basin. The Basin is filled in with
marine and continental sediments derived from
the surrounding mountains.  The Basin is
divided into three hydrostratigraphic units: the
forebay, the upper aquifer zone, and the lower
aquifer zone.  The Site is located in the upper
aquifer zone.  A laterally continuous regional
aquitard, encountered at depths of 100 to 250
feet bgs, forms the division between the upper
and lower aquifer zones.  This regional aquitard
is encountered throughout the interior portion of
the basin and extends beneath the San Francisco
Bay.

Groundwater within the Santa Clara Valley
Basin serves as the major drinking water source
for the area.  The wells used for municipal
supply generally tap unconsolidated and poorly
consolidated sediments of the lower aquifer
zone underlying the regional aquitard.  Deep
supply wells typically are screened across
multiple water-bearing zones at depths of more
than 200 feet below ground surface.

RCRA Facility Assessment (RFA);
RCRA Facility Investigation (RFI);
RCRA Corrective Action Interim
Measures; and RCRA Corrective
Measures Study Report (CMS)

In 1992, DTSC completed a RCRA Facility
Assessment of the Site and concluded that the
property warranted further characterization and
evaluation for cleanup.  FMC conducted this
investigation and evaluation in accordance with
the provisions of a 1996 Consent Agreement
among DTSC, FMC and United Defense LP
(operator of the property at the time).  FMC
submitted a RCRA Facility Investigation (RFI)
Report which DTSC approved on October 23,
2001. FMC  proposed and implemented interim
measures for remediation of soil and
groundwater on the site. Documents associated
with the characterization and evaluation and the
interim measures are:

 “RCRA Facility Assessment for FMC
Corporation - Ground Systems Division, San
Jose, California”, June 1992.

“Comments and Proposed Revisions, RCRA
Facility Assessment”, March 1993.

“Supplement to RCRA Facility Assessment for
FMC Corporation – Ground Systems Division,
San Jose, California”, December 1994.

“Comments on the December 1994 Supplement
to RCRA Facility Assessment for the United
Defense LP – Ground Systems Division, 1125
Coleman Avenue, San Jose, California”, June
1995.

“Corrective Action Consent Agreement for
FMC Corporation and United Defense Limited
Partnership”, January 1996.

 “Current Conditions Report”, March 1996.
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“RCRA Facility Investigation Work Plan”,
February 1997.

“RCRA Facility Investigation Work Plan Phase
II ”, March 1998.

“RCRA Facility Investigation Work Plan Phase
III ”, December 1998.

“Interim Measure Work Plan”, July 1999.

“Design Report for Test Track Area, Interim
Measure for Groundwater”, April 2000.

“Soil Interim Measure Completion Report for
the Test Track Area”, September 2000.

“Construction Completion Report, Groundwater
Treatment System Test Track Area North
Boundary”, November 2000.

"RCRA Facility Investigation Report, Test Track
Area, 1125 Coleman Ave., San Jose, CA., June
2001, revised October 2001"

These documents are available for review in the
public repositories (see back page).

Chemicals of Concern

Several chemicals of concern are still present in
soil and groundwater beneath the Site.  These
include volatile organic compounds (VOCs) and
petroleum hydrocarbons. VOCs include
trichloroethene and related compounds.
Petroleum hydrocarbons include diesel fuel and
motor oil.

Human Health Risk Assessment

As part of the RFI for the Site, a Human Health
Risk Assessment (HRA) was conducted under
DTSC supervision to establish soil and
groundwater cleanup levels. These health based
soil cleanup levels were used to screen the soil

sampling results during the RFI phase to
determine whether soil removal or further
remediation was required. The HRA concluded
that these health based levels of residual
chemical constituents of concern do not pose
any unacceptable risks to human receptors as
long as land use restrictions are fully complied
with.

FMC has prepared an Indoor Air Health Risk
Assessment (IAHRA) that concluded that there
are no unacceptable risks to office workers from
residual volatile organic constituents in soil and
groundwater. FMC will submit the IAHRA to
DTSC for review during the Corrective
Measures Implementation (CMI) phase under
the Consent Agreement. Should DTSC conclude
from its review that additional remedial action is
needed, DTSC will notify FMC and proceed
with modification of the selected remedy. DTSC
will comply with the applicable public
participation requirements with regard to any
proposed modification of the selected remedy.

Ecological Survey

Also as part of the RFI, an ecological risk
evaluation was performed.  A habitat survey of
the Site was conducted to determine the baseline
ecological conditions.  The potential for adverse
effects on the biota at the Site due to the
presence of the residual chemicals was
evaluated.  The results of the evaluation
concluded that there was no evidence of adverse
impact or threat to the birds or mammals
identified on the Site.

Proposed Final Remedy Selection

The proposed final remedy selected for this Site
includes:

1. The continued operation of a groundwater
extraction well and onsite treatment by
granular activated carbon to control and
cleanup the VOC impacted groundwater at
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the Site boundary. This system was installed
in 1999 when Interim Measures were
approved for the Test Track area of the site.

2. The continued operation of 18 existing
groundwater monitoring wells and
installation of 13 additional onsite and 2
offsite groundwater monitoring wells to
confirm that concentrations of contaminants
in excess of California drinking water
standards are not migrating off-site.
Sampling will be conducted quarterly for the
first year.  The monitoring frequency will be
evaluated following review of a year of
results.  Groundwater monitoring results will
be reported to DTSC annually.

3. In the event that exceedances of California
drinking water standards are detected at the
downgradient property boundary, additional
groundwater extraction well(s) will be
installed.

4. Within 90 days of DTSC's approval of the
final remedy selection, FMC will submit a
detailed Operation & Maintenance (O&M)
Plan that will include a groundwater
sampling & analysis plan, corrective
measures completion criteria, O&M
contingency procedures, and progress report
schedule.

5. Placement of deed restriction on the title of
the property to restrict use to commercial,
industrial, research and development, and
office purposes only.

California Environmental Quality
Act Compliance

In August 1999, DTSC prepared a CEQA Initial
Study and Negative Declaration for an Interim
Measures Work Plan for the Site. This Work
Plan included the installation of a groundwater
extraction and treatment system, and
groundwater monitoring system that are being
proposed as the final remedy for the Test Track
Area of the site. The findings of the August
1999 Initial Study were that no adverse impacts
were associated with that project.  The proposed
final corrective action remedy is to continue to
operate the interim measures systems.  As such,
DTSC will adopt the same findings of no
adverse impacts on public health or the
environment from the proposed final remedy.
DTSC will file a Notice of Determination in
accordance with the California Environmental
Quality Act (CEQA) for the proposed RCRA
corrective action remedy selection.
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Anuncio
Si prefiere hablar con alguien en español acerca de ésta información, favor de llamar a Jacinto Soto,
Departamento de Control de Substancias Tóxicas.  El número de teléfono es (510) 540-3842.

For More Information
If you would like more information about the Site, please call Dr. Stanley Sun, Project Manager, at
(510) 540-3955, or Jesus Cruz, DTSC Public Participation Specialist, at (510) 540-3933.

Information Repositories
The Corrective Measures Study Report, which is part of the Administrative Record for the site, as well as
other documents relating to the Site are available for public review at the following locations:

Dr. Martin Luther King Public Library FMC Corporation
180 West San Carlos Street Gate 1 Annex Building
San Jose, California 95113 1125 Coleman Avenue
(408) 277-4846 San Jose, CA 95110

(408) 289-2927 (call for appointment)
The full administrative record is available for review at:

DTSC File Room
700 Heinz Avenue
Berkeley, CA  94710
(510) 540-3800

Notice to Hearing Impaired Individuals
TDD users can obtain additional information about the Site by using the California State Relay Service
(1-888-877-5378) to reach Jesus Cruz at (510) 540-3933.

Mailing List

If you didn’t receive this fact sheet directly in the mail and want to receive future fact sheets about the

FMC Facility, please complete this form and mail to:

Jesus Cruz
California Environmental Protection Agency

Department of Toxic Substances Control
700 Heinz Street, Suite 200

Berkeley, California 94710-2721

Name: ________________________________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________________________
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PPS - Jesus Cruz
Department of Toxic Substances Control
700 Heinz Avenue, Suite 200
Berkeley, California 94710-2721


